
The Globally Harmonized 
System (GHS) for Hazard 
Classification and Labeling 

Archdiocese of Seattle  
2014 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for joining the conference call this morning.  I am Ed Foster and I will be leading this training.  First, is there anyone who does not have the presentation mateials?  If so, explain where they can be obtained from.  I would like to take a roll call.  Take Roll Call.  I welcome you to an orientation on GHS for the Archdiocese of Seattle.  I will take questions just prior to the labeling section and then after this and at the end. Next slide.



 What is the GHS? 
 A common and coherent approach to defining 

and classifying hazards, and communicating 
information on labels and safety data sheets. 

 International Standard adopted by the U.S.A. 
 Replaces current WAC HAZ-COM standard. 
 Applies to all employees at Parishes, Schools 

and Archdiocesan facilities. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read the slide contents.  Next Slide



 International Mandate  
 An international mandate to harmonize 

was adopted at the United Nations 
Conference on the Environment and 
Development (UNCED) in 1992 in Brazil: 
 A globally-harmonized hazard classification 

and compatible labelling system, including 
material safety data sheets and easily 
understandable symbols, should be 
available, if feasible, by the year 2000. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An international mandate was adopted by the United Nations in 1992.  The US has been working since this to develop GHS.  Next slide



 What is HAZCOM:  
Hazardous Communications  
 Written program 
 Chemical Inventory 
 Labels 
 MSDS’s=SDS (Safety Data Sheets) 
 Training 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every one of our sites has an Safety and Accident Prevention program.  If you are unfamiliar with this program, we can discuss this further at the end of this call.  One of the key elements to our program is Hazardous Communications, or HAZCOM for short.  We use the phrase “Right to Know”. This now has shifted to the “Workers have the right to know and to Right to Understand the chemicals they use and how to work with them safely”.  Our HAZCOM program consists of a five part effort.  Read the slide.  Two aspects of this program are changing due to the adoption of GHS.  Those are labeling and SDS (Safety Data Sheets).  Next slide



 OSHA AND WISHA:  
 OSHA  (Occupational and Health 

Administration – Federal Safety Program) 
has adopted GHS.   

 OSHA compliance is satisfied in 
Washington State through WISHA 
regulations (Washington State Industrial 
and Safety Health Act.)  

Note:  Currently OSHA has the most update GHS 
training materials. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we begin, I want to provide a clarification to the role of OSHA and our compliance.  Read slide.  So there is no need for any further training with OSHA.  We will jjust need to comply with Washington State Regulations, through WISHA. The WAC has changed from X to Y.  Next slide



 Next Steps with GHS: 
 Timeline for implementation 
 Training 
 Labeling 
 MSDS - SDS 
 Safety and Accident Prevention 

Program. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What I want to review with you today is the following:  Read slide.  Next slide



  
GHS – WA Phase in Schedule 
 Train employees at the local level – 

2014-2015. 
 Train all maintenance and custodial 

employees Fall 2014 & 2015 Safety 
Training. 

 Obtain new SDS and labels from 
Chemical and Product Manufactures – 
By June 1, 2015. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Washington State has a phased in approach for compliance.  This is in part due to chemical and product manufactures who must update their labeling and SDS sheets.  For us we will be training employees in 2014 through 2015.  The first training is to you today.  Secondly, the Fall Safety training will have an in depth review and training geared to our maintenance and janitorial workers.  Thirdly, there will be a general training provided to employees.   Part of the challenge with providing a single training is that we need information from chemical and produjct manufcatures to complete our training.  Washington State has set a June 1, 2105 deadline for this material to be available. Next slide  



 Timeline 
 Update labels on “workplace” containers and 

train employees on newly indentified Hazards.  
- June 1, 2016  

 Establish a new SDS binder and update 
Safety and Accident Manual – Dec. 31, 2015. 

 Return current MSDS to Archdiocese by 
December 31, 2016 for 30 year retention. 

 Note:  Safety Manual Updates will be available from the 
Archdiocese by June 1, 2015. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our training will be in two parts.  First, in a generic format which we will review today and through the next year.  Then once the product labeling and SDS sheets have been obtained at your location, a training on the specific products used at your facility.  As the previous slide mentioned, we must obtain the labeling and SDS sheets by June 1, 2015.  We do not need to have the employess training completed and new SDS binders completed until June 1, 2016.  Your reality will be once the labeling and SDS sheets are available, you will need to train your employees.  The MSDS binder is being replaced with and SDS (Safety Data Sheets) binder which needs to be compelted by June 1, 2016.  This binder is kept on site though they old MSDS binder must be kept for 30 years once the new SDS binder is assembled.  If you want, you can return the current MSDS to the Property and Construction office and this will be kept on file for that time.  Next slide.



 The Scope of the GHS   
 Covers all hazardous chemical substances, 

dilute solutions, and mixtures. 
 Pharmaceuticals, food additives, cosmetics 

and pesticide residues in food will not be 
covered at the point of intentional intake, but 
will be covered where workers may be 
exposed, and in transport. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read the slide.



The GHS Elements 
Classification Criteria 

 Health and Environmental Hazards 
 Physical Hazards 
 Mixtures 

Hazard Communication 
 Labels 
 Safety Data Sheets 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GHS elemens can be broken down into the following:  Classsication Criteria and Hazard Communication



Health & Environmental 
Hazards 
Acute Toxicity 
Skin Corrosion/Irritation 
Serious Eye Damage/Eye Irritation 
Respiratory or Skin Sensitization 
Germ Cell Mutagenicity 
Carcinogenicity 
Reproductive Toxicity 
Target Organ Systemic Toxicity – Single and Repeated 

Dose 
Hazardous to the Aquatic Environment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read the slide



     Physical Hazards 
 
 Explosives 
 Flammability – gases, aerosols, liquids, solids 
 Oxidizers – liquid, solid, gases 
 Self-Reactive  
 Pyrophoric – liquids, solids 
 Self-Heating 
 Organic Peroxides 
 Corrosive to Metals 
 Gases Under Pressure 
 Water-Activated Flammable Gases 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read the slide.



Comprehensibility  

Guiding principles: 
 Information should be conveyed in more 

than one way. 
 The comprehensibility of the components of 

the system should take account of existing 
studies and evidence gained from testing. 

 The phrases used to indicate the degree 
(severity) of hazard should be consistent 
across different hazard types. 
 



 Labels 
 All products must have manufacture provided 

labels. 
 Products transferred from a large container to 

a small container, does not need a label while 
in a person’s possession.   

 Hand labeling is no longer an option.  
 Manufacture's comply with new SDS and label 

requirements – June 1, 2015 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read first bullet point and second bullet point.  For example if you pour a solvent into a container and while holding he container, use the solvent. If you set the solvent down and walk away, the container must be labeled.  Some locations have been hand labeling secondary containers.  Due to potential liability the Archdiocese does not allow this.  



 Standard Labels 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide depicts the standard labeling format.  This standard labeling does not presently exist.  The product indentifier is listed in the upper right hand corner.  Below that is the Supplier Identification.  In the below rifhgt is the supplemental information.  Our employess are accomsted to see these items on labeling.  Next slide.



      Key Label Elements  
Product identifier 
Supplier identifier 
Chemical identity 
Hazard pictograms* 
Signal words* 
Hazard statements* 
Precautionary information 
 

*Standardized 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read slide.  What will be new to everyone is Pictogram, signal words an hazard statements.  Next slide.



 

Pictogram Shape and Colour 
 

 Pictograms will have a black symbol on a 
white background with a red diamond frame.   

 Where a transport pictogram appears, the 
GHS pictogram for the same hazard should 
not appear. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read Slide



    GHS Pictograms 

! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following are the eight pictograms.  



  Pictograms 
 See OSHA Quick Card – Hazard 

Communication Standard Pictogram. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain quick card.



    Signal Words 
           “Danger” or “Warning” 
 Used to emphasize hazard and discriminate between levels of 

hazard. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read the slide



  Hazard Statements 
 A single harmonized hazard statement for each level of hazard within 

each hazard class 
 Example:  Flammable liquids 

 Category 1: Extremely flammable liquid and vapour 
 Category 2: Highly flammable liquid and vapour 
 Category 3: Flammable liquid and vapour 
 Category 4: Combustible liquid 

 



 
   Precautionary Information 

 GHS label should include appropriate 
precautionary information.  

 The intent is to harmonize precautionary 
statements in the future. 



  Safety Data Sheets 
 See OSHA Quick Card – Hazard 

Communication Safety Data Sheets. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain quick card



 
Role of the SDS in the GHS 

 
 The SDS should provide comprehensive 

information about a chemical substance or 
mixture. 

 Primary Use:  The Workplace 
 Employers and workers use the SDS as a 

source of information about hazards and to 
obtain advice on safety precautions. 
 



 SDS Format:  16 headings 

1.  Identification 
2.  Hazard(s) identification 
3.  Composition/information on ingredients 
4.  First-aid measures 
5.  Fire-fighting measures 
6.  Accidental release measures 
7.  Handling and storage 
8.  Exposure control/personal protection 



 Format:  16 headings (cont.) 

9.  Physical and chemical properties 
10. Stability and reactivity 
11. Toxicological information 
12. Ecological information 
13. Disposal considerations 
14. Transport information 
15. Regulatory information 
16. Other information 



 Conclusion 
 Share this information with your employees. 
 Ensure your maintenance and custodial workers 

attend the fall training. 
 Create a SDS binder and update your Safety Manual 

by December 31, 2015. 
 Old MSDS Binder must be retained for 30 years.  

Clear your shelf and send it the Property Office. 
 Contact the Office of Property and Construction for 

further information or if you have any questions. 
 



 Information Sources 

 OSHA has a web page on the GHS: 
 

https://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html 
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