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Question:  Can an exempt property allow a, “for-profit company” to film or take pictures on their property?  








WAC 458-16-190 defines the term “commercial” as...an activity or enterprise that has profit making as 


one of its primary purposes.”  WAC 458-16-190 further explains, “If a portion of the exempt property is 


used for commercial rather than church purposes, that portion must be segregated and taxed whether or 


not the proceeds received by the church form the commercial use are applied to church purposes.” 





However, under RCW 84.36.020(2)(b)(ii) the property can be used for non-exempt purposes for up to 50 


days each calendar year and 15 of the 50 days can be used for pecuniary gain.   





There are also other exceptions to this ruling.  





If the exempt church property photo, or filming, of the exterior, is in public view, then the exemption would not be jeopardized.  





If the for-profit company photo or filming for the purposes of producing an informational subject to be used exclusively for church purposes, the exemption would not be jeopardized. 
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